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Our Camp Fire Story 

Camp Fire Sunshine Central Florida offers an extensive  array of programs                      
designed to meet the needs and interests of the youth, families, and     
communities we serve.   While the programs may vary by participant and 
purpose, there are elements that clearly define it as a Camp Fire program  
it is inclusive and  welcoming, provides a  physically and emotionally safe 
environment, challenges children and teens to learn and grow with the 
support of trained adult staff, enhances academic performance, and         
encourages civic engagement.      

1103 youth served 

3 years old - 12th grade 

55% from financially at-risk homes 

49% boys - 51% girls 

Camp Fire’s Outcome Management tools illustrate the impact of Sunshine 
Central Florida programming with middle and high school age youth. The 

process documents changes in behavior and thought by the teens by using 

six developmentally appropriate indicators of thriving behavior.  Camp 
Fire teens in 6th-12th grade outperformed the National Camp Fire                           

results in the following six areas: 

Camp Fire’s very dedicated and hardworking board members and             
supporters  come together each year to create a series of events with two 

primary focuses - to raise resources and to build awareness in the                         
community.    Their efforts have paid off with record breaking numbers at 

the annual Kentucky Derby Party and Wine & Screams Preview Party. 
 

Friends of Camp Fire, sponsors, parents and more gather together to               
celebrate the work of the council while building a greater sense of                              

community. 

Camp Fire appreciates and values our amazing community partners.  It is 
their support and belief in the role Camp Fire plays in children’s lives that 
enables us to thrive as an organization.   From fundraising opportunities 
like Lakeland Pig Fest to outreach activities at Westwood Middle School in 
Winter Haven, our community partners help us extend our reach, work  
towards common goals, provide the funding  necessary to fulfill our            
promise. 

Bucs Bye Week Golf Tournament 
Citrus Center Kiwanis 

Drifter’s Car Club 
generationOn 

GFWC Junior Women’s Club 
Lakeland Business Leaders 

Lakeland Flying Tigers 
Lakeland Pig Fest 

Publix Super Markets Charities 
Terry Simmers 

Two Men and a Truck 
United Way of Central Florida                
Walt Disney Parks and Resorts 

Westwood Middle School 

  Social Skills (Inclusiveness) Social Skills (Empathy) 
  Life Skills   Conflict Resolution 
  Purpose    Confidence 

Through the council’s partnership with the United Way of Central Florida, 
we are able to monitor the academic performance of Camp Fire youth 

against a like comparison group of non-involved children and teens.     

Camp Fire children and teens attended school more frequently than 
the comparison group, the first important step in academic                 
achievement.   In addition, elementary age youth outperformed in 
READING and MATH - either increasing their grade to or                              
maintaining an A or B average. 


